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no matter who the visitor may be, you will recognize the dignity of
your own mother tongue.
CAPITAL AND LABOUR
I have come here principally on the invitation of the labour-
ers' Union.   I understand, too, that the majority of this meeting
are labourers.  The others therefore will forgive me whilst I say a
few words specially addressed to the labourers. Practically the whole
of my life has been passed among labourers.   I know something
about labour problems. I hope I fully realize the dignity of labour.
I hope, too, that those who are guiding the great labour move-
ment in this important War will enable the labourers to appreciate
the dignity of labour. Labourers are not the least important among
the citizens of India. Indeed, if we include the peasantry, they form
by far the vast majority.   It is but a truism when I say that the
future of India and for that matter of any country depends more
upon the masses than upon the classes,   It is therefore necessary
that the labourers should recognize their own status in society. And
it is necessary also that the classes who are instructors of the mas-
ses should recognize their obligations towards the masses.  Also,
in our own system we see many defects and it is my firm convic-
tion that our system will not allow of the struggle for existence
that is going on in the West between labour and capital.   In the
West, practically capital and labour are at opposite interest [sic].
Each distrusts the other.    It was not so in ancient India, and I
am glad the leaders of the labour movement here had not intro-
duced the Western form of agitation between capital and labour*
They would teach the labourers that they are in no way slaves of
capital and they should hold themselves [erect].    There is only one
occasion to be given in asking the labourers [sic] to understand
and recognize that they, after all, are the predominant power and
the predominant partners and they should recognize their strength.
They should know that labour without capital is entirely useless.
[They should also know that] large organizations in India would
be utterly impossible without adequate capital. They should there-
fore recognize their obligations to capital.   The labourers are going
to play an important part in the future.   Taking India, it is not
enough that they regulate their own [Unions] in a satisfactory
manner.   They must therefore look beyond the concerns of their
Unions, They should understand that they are after all part of the
larger wholes1.   It adds to their dignity when they understand
1 The source has "homes".